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Press Release on the Donors Open Session on March 22, 2017

“Establishment of a New Electricity Market in Palestine”

Under the Patronage of His Excellency Dr. Rami Al- Hamdallah, Prime Minister of the Palestinian
Government, PENRA invited donors and international community and organizations to an Open
Session on March 22" 2017. The session’s main topic was “Creating of New Electricity Markets in
Palestine”.

H.E. Dr. Rami Al-Hamdallah, spoke of Gaza as a focus in the Government’s agenda hoping an
agreement is reached soon to end electricity issues despite the obstacles. H.E. thanked PENRA and
Office of the Quartet for their efforts to prepare the reports and plans and encouraged supporting
the implementation so that it is accomplished timely and efficiently as Energy and Electricity sector
is a major component on the National Policy Agenda and its goal of putting citizens first. “Great
Challenge but significant potential” H.E. said after mentioning the importance of learning lessons
from past experiences in determination to reach sustainability in the sector after this transitional
period stressing the importance of closely monitoring the scope of progress to guarantee essential
components are accomplished to reach the ultimate goal of reducing dependence on donor aid.

Presenting the implementation plan, Acting Chairman of PENRA, Eng. Zafer Milhem, highlighted
major obstacles the Israelis are placing in the face of PENRA, delaying accomplishment of the
agreement’s deadlines. In addition, he identified the gaps identified for the coming two years and
PENRA’s urgent need of technical, financial and capacity building support.

In her speech, H.E. Ms. Hilde Haraldstad, Representative of Norway to the Palestinian Authority
spoke of the importance of the agreement the Palestinians signed with the Israelis on September
13" 2016 to settle the electricity debt and then generate revenue for the Palestinians. H.E.
appreciates PENRA’s work on implementation, stressing Norway’s, along with partners’, continuous
support and assistance to PENRA in implementation urging more donors and partners to step in as
well, suggesting energizing Jenin’s substation as the first milestone of accomplishment.

In his turn, Mr. Ariel Ezrahi, Energy Director at the Office of Quartet, congratulated PENRA on the
agreement which will lead to a sustainable energy market in Palestine, and expressed Office of
Quartet’s support and thanked donors who already showed their support.

By the end of this session, many expressed their support and interest in arranging follow up
meetings on the subject.
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